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CWD COLLECTION UPDATE 
 

Chronic	Wasting	Disease	(CWD)	has	been	found	in	captive	raised	white‐tailed	deer	in	Medina	County.		In	response,	the	Texas	
Parks	and	Wildlife	Department	(TPWD)	is	greatly	increasing	surveillance	for	the	disease	in	captive	and	free‐ranging	white‐
tailed	deer	in	the	area.		Currently,	TPWD	is	asking	for	voluntary	submission	of	hunter	harvested	deer	for	CWD	sampling.		If	
voluntary	sampling	is	not	intense	enough,	TPWD	will	have	to	consider	mandatory	testing	of	hunter	harvested	deer.		Due	to	
the	negative	impact	mandatory	testing	could	have	on	local	businesses	and	land	values,	we	must	ensure	that	a	voluntary																								
effort	is	successful.		We	are	asking	you	to	commit	to	providing	hunter	harvested	deer	for	CWD	sampling.		Please	contact	the	
of ice	of	Medina	County	Judge	Schuchart	to	sign	up	at	830‐741‐6021.	
	
Chronic	Wasting	Disease	Surveillance	Update	As	of	October	24,	2016	
	
CWD	surveillance	efforts	have	been	under	way	since	March	1,	2016.	Statewide	CWD	sampling	goals	for	the	2016‐17																																
collection	year	are	to	collect	approximately	6,735	samples,	and	all	samples	within	the	CWD	designated	zones.		Wildlife																				
Division	staff	are	collecting	CWD	samples	from	a	variety	of	locations	which	include,	road	kill	deer,	locker	plants	and	deer	
processors,	private	ranches,	WMA	and	State	Parks,	and	check	stations.	The	 irst	sample	reported	for	this	season	was																																	
collected	on	March	1,	2016	and	was	a	Roadkill	deer.	Exotic	species	which	have	been	sampled	include	axis	deer,	fallow	deer,	
red	stag,	sika,	and	elk.	A	total	of	732	CWD	samples	have	been	collected	to	date	which	is	approximately	10.87%	of	the	
statewide	goal	of	6,735	samples.		
	
Current	CWD	sample	count	for	the	surveillance	zone	in	Medina	County	is	82	samples.	Per	Medina	County	Wildlife	Biologist									 													
Matt	Reidy.	

 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, disability, genetic information or veteran status.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County                                  
Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

Oct. 22nd - Heifer Validations                                                      
Oct. 23rd - Kerr County Hay Show                                                
Oct. 29th - South Texas Field Day                                      
Nov. 2nd - Ft. Worth Stock Show Sign Up                                   
Nov. 3rd - Range, Forage & Feral Hog Seminar                      
Nov. 3th thru Nov. 5th - TBA Annual Conference 
    (Modern Beekeeping)                      
Nov. 7th - Ranch Gathering                                                     
Nov. 11th - Veteran’s Day (Office Closed)                              
Nov. 12th - Swine Validations (MV, Natalia & Devine) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Nov. 14th - Bandera County Wildlife & Predator Workshop 
Nov. 16th thru Nov. 18th - Major Show Sign Up                       
Nov. 20th - Swine Validations (Hondo)                                          
Nov. 24th thru Nov. 25th - Thanksgiving Holiday            
         (Office Closed)                                      
Dec. 5th - Rabbit Showmanship Workshop                                
Dec. 6th - Cattle & Poultry Showmanship Workshop               
Dec. 6th - Hill Country District Pecan Show & Central      
     Texas Regional Show                                                         
Dec. 7th - Lamb & Goat Showmanship Workshop 
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I	am	currently	seeking	growers	that	has	an	
area	known	to	have	root	rot	in	cotton,	with	intent	to	
plant	cotton.		Our	AgriLife	Researchers	and	the	Medi‐

na	County	Extension	Of ice	would	like	to	cooperate	
with	a	farmer	to	test	chemicals	and	assist	you	to	have	
a	better	harvest.		Please	contact	me	if	you	are	willing	
to	work	with	us.	

1 

2 

   3 
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Fertilizing	Operations	

Terra	Renewal	is	a	fertilizing	operation	near	San	Antonio.		They	have	some	information	about	material	they	land	apply	to	
farm	sites	in	this	area.	

Any	farmers	that	may	have	any	interest	in	organic	based	food	processing	residuals	being	land	applied	at	their	farms	using	an	
operation	of	subsoil	injection	methods,	may	call	John	Pipkin	with	Terra	Renewal	at	479‐264‐5383.	

	

Follow our County Website:                               
h p://medina.agrilife.org 

Facebook: 

h ps://www.facebook.com/

MedinaCountyAgriculture 

Terra Renewal 

   Without               With 
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Rolling with Bowling……...South Texas Field Crop and Pasture Entomology News and Views 

 Last week I had a few questions about applying Transform® (Dow AgroSciences) to cotton for fleahopper management. Currently, the EPA 
has not approved the Section 3 request for Transform (for use on cotton and other labeled crops). This means that purchases of Transform in 2016 
cannot legally be applied to previously labeled crops (including cotton). Dow AgroSciences is working with the EPA to reinstate the section 3 label 

but it is unlikely that the Section 3 label will be approved before the end of the production season. If you have carry-over product from 2015 it can 
be used on cotton (and other labeled crops). Transform did receive a Section 18 approval from the EPA for use on sorghum against the sugarcane 
aphid. However, this label does not include other crops or crop pests. 

Sorghum: 
 Much of the sorghum around the area is in late-vegetative growth to heading. Scouting activities are focusing on sugarcane aphid, sorghum 
midge, and sorghum headworm. Economic populations of sugarcane aphid are occuring in the Valley while light populations of headworm have    
recently been reported infesting sorghum in the Valley. I have not heard of any sorghum midge issues to date. 

Although it is always wise to consider the entire complex of insects prior to making a management decision, I have always been of the  
opinion that a person should address the most limiting factor to production and deal with others if they arrive. If headworm and/or midge reach   

threshold and sugarcane aphid populations are not present to very light and the decision is to use a pyrthroid insecticide, then 
monitor the aphid population carefully. If their populations reach threshold then manage them appropriately to prevent                     
economic damage. Another option would be to consider premium products such as the diamides (will not control midge) or 
products containing spinosin because they are less disruptive to non-target organisms that may limit population increases by 
sugarcane aphid. Just keep in mind that either of these options have no effect on sugarcane aphid nor will their use ensure that 
the sugarcane aphid will not reach an economic threshold.   In short, there are numerous options and combinations of options 

to manage insects infesting foliage and/or sorghum heads and it is generally a matter of ecomics as to the best insecticide or combination of                                
insecticides to protect production.  

And what is going on with the sugarcane aphid? Sugarcane aphid populations in the Valley are increasing rapidly in some fields. A number 
of sorghum fields have been treated and many more will likely be treated before the season is finished. Scouting and timely insecticide applications 
have been successful in protecting yield from economic injury by the aphid.  The sugarcane aphid in the Coastal Bend and Winter Garden regions is 
becoming easier to find in some field but its occurrence is hard to detect in most fields. It appears that there has been some local movement by the 
aphid from overwintering hosts into neighboring sorghum (local movement) but it also appears that their has been some longer distance movement as 
well. 

Managing the the sugarcane aphid is no different from managing other crop pests. It involves an awareness of what is happening in each 
field and some knowledge of pest activity neighboring fields and in surrounding areas. Please be alert to sugarcane aphid activity by using detection 
techniques to monitor the aphid (keep an eye on johnsongrass on field edges) and weekly to twice weekly scouting once the aphid colonizes a field.  
Keep in mind that the sugarcane aphid reproduction potential peaks during periods of dry, hot, and humid conditions. The aphid in this environment 
can increase its populations to large numbers in a relatively short period of time. Insecticidal seed treatments have passed the point of protecting the 
crop from sugarcane aphid so watch your sorghum carefully to detect the aphid in the Coastal Bend and Wintergarden  aphid. I suspect more sorghum 
fields to be sprayed for the aphid this year when compared to 2015 but scouting will limit the number of fields treated to 
only those at or above the economic threshold (50 to 125 aphids/leaf).  

Just a reminder…The Section 18 for Transform restricts its use on sorghum 3 days prior to flowering until seed 
set. If your field is flowering you will need to apply another product if management is required for sugarcane aphid. 

Odd Events:  Although the cotton aphid is not an odd occurrence, its activity this year can be described as rare.   Each 
year is different and, occasionally, a combination of factors results in odd occurrences. This has been one of those years. 
In April, I had a call about southern corn rootworm (SCR) infesting wheat in the Rolling Plains. A few weeks later I had a second report of SCR in 
wheat near San Antonio. This raised a few eyebrows but does not suggest a host shift to wheat. It is just another one of those freak occurrences that 
happen from time to time. 

A second odd event was reported by Clyde Crumbly. He found millipedes feeding on the cotton cotyledons and young leaves. They were 
present in fairly large numbers in some fields and their presence was a little disconcerting. And like that…they are gone and we move on to other 
things to occupy our time. Some good and some not so good but there will always be new challenges that make life a little more interesting. 

You can now follow south Texas insect and production news on Facebook and Linkedin (Better Yield in the Field) and our website is                  
coming together (http://agrilife.org/sca/). Check us out as we grow and expand our offerings. 

Robert Bowling, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor and Agrilife Extension Entomology Specialist 

Texas A&M Agrilife Research and Extension Center at Corpus Christi 

10345 Hwy 44 

Corpus Christi, TX 78406 

wk. (361) 265-9201 



Have	ideas	or	a	location	for	a	program?	

Please	let	me	know	if	you	have	ideas	for	future	programs,	or	if	you	would	like	for	me	to	be	part	of	a	program	you	are	trying	to	
put	on.	I	will	be	happy	to	work	with	you.		

If	you	or	someone	you	know	has	a	good	location	to	put	on	programs,	please	contact	Derrick	D.	Drury	by	email	or	phone.	

Email:	derrick.drury@ag.tamu.edu								Phone:	830‐741‐6180	
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E‐mail	Addresses	

Due	to	increasing	postage	costs	and	in	an	effort	to																								
improve	the	timeliness	of		information	distributed,	we	
would	like	to	develop	an	e‐mail	list	of	people	interested	in	
receiving	our	newsletter	and	other	information																						
electronically.		If	you	have	e‐mail	capabilities,	please	for‐
ward	your	address	to	the	Extension	of ice.	

We	will	continue	to	send	hard	copies	of	the	newsletter	but	
would	prefer	to	limit	those	in	an	effort	to	save																								
money.		Your	cooperation	and	understanding	is																															
appreciated.		Lastly,	if	your	address	has	changed	or	if	you	
no	longer	wish	to			receive	the	newsletter,	please	contact	
our	of ice	at	830‐741‐6180.	

 

 

 

 

Volunteers that serve on commi ees are the heart and soul of a 

strong Extension program. They are responsible for iden fying, 

planning, implemen ng and evalua ng                              educa-

onal programs.   

Medina County is currently searching for volunteers to serve on 

the following    commi ees. If interested, contact the office. 

 Beef Ca le 

 Wildlife 

 Sheep and 

Goat 

 Hay Produc on 

 Row Crop 

 Urban  
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